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Activities Days 23rd, 24th, 25th July 2018 
 

We are very pleased to be offering three Activities Days to all students in Years 7, 8 
and 9 at the end of the summer term 2018. We have updated the format this year 
in order to give students the opportunity to engage in a range of new and exciting 
experiences. Students this year will have the chance to choose a combination of 
activities rather than sticking to one ‘theme’ as in previous years. We hope you, as 
parent/carers, will agree that this will allow more flexibility and choices for you 
and your child. Please could we ask that you take the time to read the booklet 
thoroughly, preferably with your child, and follow the instructions very carefully. 
 

All students will be required to make three activity combination choices, using the 
NUMBERS of the activities, and to list these carefully and clearly in numerical 
order on the application form at the back of this booklet.  
 

Some activities require students to engage for all three days (for example Surfing) , 
some are only 1 day events and some can be 1, 2 or 3 – this allows for students to 
still choose a combination of similar activities if they want to. For example, those 
who enjoyed Thrills and Spills last year can still have a very similar experience by 
putting 11,12 then either 13,14 or 15 as their first choice combination. If the 
activity states it is ‘1 day only’ – this means you cannot go to that venue twice or 
three times. The application form contains more advice on how to complete your 
child’s choices and we hope it will become clear as you work your way through the 
booklet with your child. 
 

In order to make the payment process as simple as possible, there will be two 
payment deadlines across all payable trips: 
 50% non-refundable deposit by Friday 9th February 2018 
 Balance of cost by Thursday 3rd May 2018 
 

Please note – these are final dates so you may make smaller payments as you wish 
prior to the deadlines. Activities days take place within term time and normal 
attendance rules apply. 
 

Your completed form must be returned by: 
Friday 12th January 2018 
 

Illegible, unsigned or incorrectly completed 
forms will be returned to the student and may 
result in them not getting any of their choices. 
 

If you have any questions please contact Mrs L 
Bennett (Activities Coordinator) at 
lbennett@sidmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk or on 
the school number 01395 514823 Ext 276 

mailto:lbennett@sidmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk


 

 

  

Activities Days for 2018 
 

1.    Duke of Edinburgh—Year 9 only  3 day event 

2.  Surfing  3 day event         

3.     Computer Workshop  3 day event     

4.    Theatre Days  3 day event 

5.  Back to Basics  3 day event 

6.    Cycling  1, 2 or 3 day choice     

7.  Football /Racquet Sports  1, 2 or 3 day choice 

8.     Coast and Country  1, 2 or three day choice 

9.    Paignton Zoo   1 day only    

10. Plymouth Aquarium  1 day only      

11. Exewake  1 day only      

12.   Dynamic Adventures  1 day only    

13. Bear Trail  1 day only 

14. Hestercombe House  1 day only 

15. Bicton  1 day only     



 

 

No. 1 - Duke of Edinburgh Award Training and Practice Expedition - 3 
day event (Year 9 D of E group only) 
 

Year 9 students working towards the Duke of Edinburgh bronze award must select this activity - 
it will give them the chance to do some expedition and camping skills training. 
They will then undertake a 2 day, 1 night practice expedition on coastal and 
woodland footpaths, roads and tracks in the local area. This will then count 
towards their Bronze Award. Parents will be informed via email on Friday 
6th January whether you have been allocated a place on this activity. If you 
have you will then need to put 1,1,1 on the back page as your first choice, 
and leave second and third choice blank. 
 

Cost: £10 
No. of pupils: 25 max 
Leader: Mrs Lilley, Mrs Bayliss & Mr Parnell 

No. 3 - Computer  Workshop - 3 day event 
 

Sign up to this activity and experience the magic of the Raspberry Pi! Not only 
will you receive your own Raspberry Pi computer, you will also learn how to use 
the Linux operating system and program in Python. 
Your knowledge will enable you to complete a number 
of practical activities from writing your own programs 
to operating a robotic arm. 
 
Cost:  £40 
No. of pupils:  20 
Leader:  Mr Wickins 

No. 2 - Surfing - 3 day event 
 

Five sessions of surfing instruction at Polzeath 
with professional instructors from the company 
‘Surfs Up’. We will be camping in nearby Port 
Isaac, and students will need to provide their 
own food! Travel is by minibus.   
 

Camping will be at Dinham Farm: 
http://www.dinhamfarm.co.uk 
 

Cost:  £140 
No. of pupils:  30 
Leader: Mr Dudley 



 

 

No. 4 - Theatre Days - 3 day event 
 

This packed three days is a chance to experience 
some of the many different faces of Theatre. From 
the latest film release in Exeter’s Picture House to 
further afield with a musical extravaganza in 
Plymouth, you will be able to enjoy some of the 
very best in entertainment that is currently on offer. 
We will head to Plymouth on Tuesday for a matinee 
performance and return in the evening, followed by 
a day of cinema and shopping on the next day.  And 
as if that wasn’t enough, you will get the opportunity to work with a professional theatre writer 
and director creating and performing your own play.  Add in a mystery treasure hunt and a 
plentiful supply of popcorn and ice-cream and it looks set to be a winning few days.   
  
Monday – Play in a day in college 
Tuesday– Trip to Plymouth to see tbc 
Wednesday – Exeter Picture House -  Film and treasure hunt 
 

Cost: £50 
No. of pupils: 45 
Leader:  Mrs Fisher 

No. 5 -  Back to Basics - 3 day event 
 

Volunteers from the Sid Vale 
Scout Group organise an 
activity packed 3 days up at 
their newly built Scout Centre 
on Salcombe Hill. Based in a 
wonderful setting - a huge flat 
field surrounded by fields and 
woodland - the aim is be 
outdoors as much as possible, 
with the chance to move 
inside in bad weather. 
 

Activities are drawn from the 
regular scouting programme and may include archery, climbing, camp craft - cooking, shelter 
building, working with wood, rope skills, learning about local wildlife and much more. Whether 
you are learning new skills or building on existing ones you’re sure to find something that you 
love to do. Something for everyone. And the most important part of the week is to have fun! 
 

Students will meet at the College each day to walk up to the Scout Centre together.  
 

Cost: £30 
No. of pupils: 45 
Leader: Mrs Wright & Mrs Craven 



 

 

No. 7 - Football/Racquet Sports - 1, 2 or 3 day event 
 

This activity gives students the opportunity to take part in football and a range of racquet sports 
in various environments the school has to offer. Tennis in the sun, racquet ball in the squash 
courts and badminton in the sports hall are just a few examples of what you can experience. The 
day will consist of mini competitions throughout with the chance to win prizes and will conclude 
with a football tournament. Equipment provided; just ensure you 
wear appropriate kit (including shin pads).  
 
 

Cost: Free 
No. of pupils: 40 
Leader: Mr Powell 

No. 6 -  Cycling - 1, 2 or 3 day event 
 

Three days of local cycling, starting and finishing at school. Our aim is to be out on the lanes of 
East Devon for most of the day.  Some of the hills are steep so it helps to be reasonably fit and 
willing to persevere. You will need a roadworthy bike, a helmet, a spare inner-tube and a hi-vis 
back-pack cover.  You will also need drinks and snacks; money for ice-creams at Budleigh or 
Branscombe is optional.  Wear shorts and bring a lightweight raincoat and sun protection. 
  

The aim is to enjoy SAFE cycling, so 
all participants need to be SENSIBLE 
and PATIENT. We move at the speed 
of the slowest cyclist but there are 
plenty of opportunities to feel the 
breeze in your hair as you whizz 
downhill or weave around bumps 
along forest tracks.   
 

Cost:  Free 
No. of pupils:  30 
Leader:  Mr Taylor 

No. 8 - Coast and Country - 1, 2 or 3 day event 
 

Interesting coast and country walks from school. Activites 
will include a photo competition (for those who wish to 
take a camera/phone), a treasure hunt walk followed by a 
BBQ lunch and a coastal walk. Walks will be no more than 
10 miles per day with plenty of stops for ice-cream!  
Sturdy footwear and waterproofs needed. 
 

Cost:  Pocket money for ice-creams 
No. of pupils:  15 
Leader:  Mrs Vaughan 



 

 

No. 9 - Paignton Zoo - 1 day event 
With over 2,000 animals across 80 acres – you’re in for a really wild time at Paignton Zoo. 
Get up close to some of the animal wonders of the world across specially designed habitats - 
from the savannah to the wetlands and the tropical forest.   
Paignton Zoo is home to some of the planet’s rarest and most amazing creatures. Discover all 
your favourites, including gorillas and orang-utans, giraffes, lions, tigers and rhinos, and be 
ready for a few surprises along the way too. Do you know what a 
coati is? Have you ever seen a capybara? And don’t forget the plants 
– there are hundreds of rare and beautiful specimens around the site. 
A must-see is Crocodile Swamp. Here, amid the lush tropical foliage 
and steamy atmosphere, you’ll come face-to-face with huge 
crocodiles plus large snakes, turtles and fish – enter if you dare! Then 
there’s Amphibian Ark, the Avian Breeding Centre and Monkey 
Heights. 
It’s a place to roam, 
discover and get in touch 
with your inner animal. 
www.paigntonzoo.org.uk 
 
Cost: £19 
No. of pupils: 45 
Leader: Mrs Masters 

No. 10 -  Plymouth Aquarium - 1 day event 
 

Discover an underwater world – starting with the 
largest native exhibition in the UK – that explores 
the fish you’ve heard of and the many more 
mysterious animals that live on our doorstep. As 
you dive deeper into the Aquarium, our 
Eddystone Reef tank will blow your mind with the 
UK’s largest single-tank viewing panel.  
 
As well as viewing the animals, we will have the 
opportunity to take part in some 
fun activities organised by the 
staff at the Marine Aquarium. 
 
http://www.national-
aquarium.co.uk/ 
 
Cost: £18 
No. of pupils: 45 
Leader: Mrs Pollington 



 

 

No. 11 -  Exewake - 1 day event 
 

Go wild at Exewake in Exmouth. Located on 
the River Exe Estuary, you will take a boat 
ride out to the Exewake pontoon where 
you will have a choice of unlimited rides on 
the inflatables including a four seater sofa and a classic banana boat. You can have a bounce on 
the two large inflatable water 
trampolines and have a go on 
the Omnia board (an intro to 
board sports)! Guaranteed fun 
and thrills for all. 
Visit the Exewake website 
detailed below to see more of 
what this activity has to offer:  
http://www.exewake.co.uk 
 

Cost: £60 
No. of pupils: 50 
Leader: Mr Williams 

No. 12 -  Dynamic Adventures - 1 day event 
 

Surfing through trees!....Yes this is just one activity that you can try for the day.  Why not join us 
and enjoy a fantastic day packed full of fun, adventure and excitement close to the river Dart.  
Learn and try out many new activities whilst having a fun with your friends.  You can zip 
through the trees on the high speed zip wire, or try your hand at Archery as well as trying to 
find you way through the many obstacles in the team challenge.  You can even race your friends 
through the High ropes course in the wooded area on a surfboard!. A day full of fun where you 
will be trying a range of new and exciting activities.  All sessions will be led by fully qualified 
instructors, who also act as our guides for the day.  You will love it!  http://
www.dynamicadventurescic.co.uk/ 
 

Cost: £45 
No. of pupils: 50 
Leader: Mrs Beer 

http://www.exewake.co.uk


 

 

No. 14 -  Hestercombe House - 1 day event 

Team challenge day; 
Do you like competition? Do you like being part of a team? Do you like active sports? If the 
answer is YES, then this activity is for you! Come to Hestercombe house for a fun-filled day of 
team challenge tasks. These tasks will include; a rafting water challenge, a climbing wall 
challenge, a paintball challenge and orienteering. The 
day is all about winning as a team and the winning 
team will leave with not only bragging rights, but a 
little prize. You will need to bring active clothes which 
you do not mind getting wet and muddy and a packed 
lunch. www.1610.org.uk/centres/hestercombe/ 
 

Cost: £32 
No. of pupils: 45 
Leader: Mr Demetre 

No. 13 - Bear Trail - 1 day event 
 

Explore The Bear Trail 
Get out into the great wide open and explore our fun and challenging muddy 
obstacle trail. Leap over the muddy bear pits, whizz down the 
zip wires or crawl through the tunnels – it’s the perfect day 
out for everyone! 
http://www.thebeartrail.co.uk 
Remember, mud washes off… experiences stay forever! 
 
Cost: £18 
No. of pupils: 45 
Leader: Mr Hickman 

No. 15 - Bicton - 1 day event 
 

Would you like to try something new? Ever done Raft Building or 
Kayaking? Have you tried Archery or Tug of War? These are just a 
few of the options which could be open to you if you join an 
amazing day at Bicton College. Transport is included in the cost, all 
you need is plenty of food, drink and energy for a fun packed day! 
www.bictongardens.co.uk/ 
 
Cost: £38 
No. of pupils: 45 
Leader: Miss Carnell 



 

 

 

Please follow these instructions carefully: 
 

Using the activity NUMBERS from the booklet, please indicate your 
choices for the three days in numerical order. 
 
For activities that state ‘three day event’ , please put the same 
number in each box; for example , if you want to do surfing put 2,2,2 
in the three boxes as your first choice combination. 
 
For other events please put the numbers required in numerical order 
– for example if you want to do cycling, football and Dynamic 
Adventures, you need to put 6,7,12 in the boxes as your first choice 
combination. If you want to do two days of cycling and then 
Exewake, put 6,6,11. Activities that state ‘1 day only’ means you 
cannot go to this venue for more than one day. 
 
We will do our best to accommodate all students in their preferred 
choices but this is not guaranteed. 
 
In the event of activities being over or undersubscribed, we may 
have to ‘mix and match’ from the choices you give. 



 

 

 
APPLICATION FORM 

 
 

    Name:..............................................................Tutor Group:.............. 

    Year Group:.................... 

 
 

1st choice 
combination 

2nd choice 
combination 

3rd choice 
combination 

      

      

      


 


 

 

 

Signed..........................................................................(Student) 

 

I agree to my child taking part in any of the above activity combinations      

Yes/No 

 

I understand the cost of these activities and I agree to pay a 50% non-

refundable deposit for each activity chosen by Friday 9th February 2018 and 

the remainder of the balances for all the activities chosen by Thursday 3rd May 

2018. 

Yes/No 
 

Signed .......................................................................................(Parent/Guardian  



 

 

 

“Do it and then you will feel motivated 
to do it.”  - Zig Ziglar 

Sidmouth College 
Primley Road 

Sidmouth 
EX10 9LG 

Tel: 01395 514823 
Email: enquiries@sidmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk 

www.sidmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk 


