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 Policy:  Charges & Remissions for  
               School Activities 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                  

 
 

Charges  
 

In general, education is provided free of charge, but as permitted by the Education Reform Act 1988 the 

Governors' Policy, in keeping with the Devon Education Authority Policy, provides for charges to be made 

as follows:-  

 
1. Where arrangements are made for peripatetic instrumental tuition during the school day.  
2. For activities out of school hours, the income generated will be used to increase the availability of 

such activities.  
3. For materials used in the school (e.g. in Design and Technology, Food Technology or Art), where 

the parents have indicated in advance that they or the pupil wish to own the finished article 
incorporating those materials.  
This may happen in two ways:  

a) A charge will be made equal to the cost of the materials used;  

b) Parents will be asked to provide the materials themselves (e.g. ingredients for cooking).  

4. To recover public examination costs in the following circumstances:  

a) The cost of the entry fee for a public examination where the pupil fails, without any good 

reason, to meet any examination requirement for that syllabus. Each case will be carefully 

considered and only where there are unavoidable circumstances (e.g. ill health, family 

bereavement) will the charge be waived;  

b) Where a pupil enters a public examination for which he or she has not been prepared by 
the      College;  

c) Where a pupil has the option of taking two or more alternative examinations in syllabuses for a 
public examination for which the school has prepared him or her, a charge will be made for the 
second entry;  

d) Where a parent or pupil asks for an examination result to be re-scrutinised or a script 
returned, the charge made by the examination board will be passed on.  

5. To recover the actual board and lodging on a residential trip.  

6. For education provided outside the school day as an optional extra (e.g. trips or visits taking 

place during holidays, over weekends, or mainly after school).  

With the prior agreement of the parents a charge will be made on the basis of the cost to each 
individual. As appropriate the cost will include an element for travel, board and lodging, materials, 
books, instruments and other equipment, non-teaching and teaching staff costs (where a teacher 
or instructor has been engaged specifically to provide the activity), entry fees to museums, castles, 
theatres, etc. and insurance costs.  

7. Where a pupil makes use of transport not provided by the Authority or College to travel direct 
from home to an activity sanctioned, though not provided, by the Authority or College (e.g. work 
experience), parents may be asked to meet the cost of the travel.  
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Remission of charges  

 

Remission of charges will be available in the following circumstances:  

a) For board and lodging charges on a residential trip where the residential trip concerned takes 
place during school hours or where it forms part of the syllabus for a prescribed examination or 
part of the National Curriculum in respect of pupils currently eligible for free school meals or in 
eligible for Pupil Premium as a child in local authority care or who has left local authority care 
because of one of the following:  
 adoption 

 a special guardianship order 

 a child arrangements order  

 a residence order  

 
b) For charges made for instrumental tuition or other activities as outlined in paragraph 1 and 2 

above, where pupils are currently eligible for free school meals or Pupil Premium as above. 

 
Parents/Guardians should put requests for remission of fees into writing, addressed to the Principal. 

 
Voluntary Contributions  
1. Parents will be invited to provide their children with certain items (e.g. pens, pencils, rulers, 

calculators, protective clothing, sports gear), in order to release resources from the College 
budget for other purposes.  

2. Parents may be invited to contribute to the cost or part of the cost of a visit or activity. Some trips 
and activities will not be able to be funded without voluntary contributions. Parents will be given 
written information about these beforehand, with an indication of the contribution that will be 
required if the activity is to take place. There will be no obligation to contribute and no pupil will be 
omitted from the activity because his or her parents are unwilling or unable to contribute, but the 
activity will not take place if insufficient parents support it.   If the number of places for a particular 
trip or activity is limited, the College will decide which pupils will be given the opportunity to 
participate, without reference to the parents' willingness or ability to make a voluntary contribution 
towards the cost.  

3. Parents are requested to make an annual contribution to the School Fund. The fund is used to 
subsidise educational trips and activities, to purchase equipment, furnishings and furniture and to 
meet any other School needs which cannot be met from other resources.  

4. In addition, fund-raising activities are organised (such as the bi-annual sponsored walk) both by 
the staff and pupils and through the Parents', Teachers' and Friends' Association. Funds raised 
are used to subsidise activities and purchase additional resources for the College.  
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