
 

 

 

KS3 Assessment Subject Information 

 

Department/Subject: English 

  

1. Introduction:  How are students assessed? 
 

KS3 students are assessed twice per half-term. The assessments are marked using mark schemes that derives from 
those used at GCSE to assess students at KS4, but which have been adapted to suit the lower Key Stage. The units 
of work and the focus for assessments are designed to move the students on and up from the KS2 SATs in order to 
prepare them for the skills and format of GCSE English Language and Literature.  

 

2. What areas are students assessed in? 
 

The students are assessed in reading, writing and speaking and listening. 
 

Reading assessments are modelled after the GCSE English Literature exams and are designed to build upon the 
comprehension and literary analysis skills that students will have developed at primary school. The reading 
assessments culminate in students writing a full literary essay by the end of year 9. 

 
Writing assessments are modelled after the GCSE English Language exams and are designed to build upon the 
narrative, descriptive and persuasive writing skills that students will have developed at primary school. The writing 
assessments culminate in students writing an extended piece of narrative fiction as well as an extended piece of 
persuasive non-fiction by the end of year 9. 
 
Speaking and listening assessments are designed to develop students’ public speaking and presentation skills, as 
well as their ability to contribute to a group discussion on a given topic and respond thoughtfully to questions. 
These assessments take a variety of forms over the three years of KS3, including role-play, individual presentations 
and speeches, and character ‘hot seat’ activities. 

 

3. How will students track their progress? 
 

Students are able to track their progress through their assessment booklets, which contain their assessed work, 
the mark sheets for their work, and the students’ responses to their teacher’s marking. There are mark sheets for 
each assessment where teachers will highlight to each student the level they are working at against various 
criteria, as well as a clear next step that they need to focus on in order to improve their work. 

 

Across the Key Stage, students’ reading assessments are marked out of 25, writing assessments out of 35, and 
speaking and listening assessments out of 16. These marks are then converted into a percentage out of 100. A 
student who achieves 20/25 in a reading assessment, therefore, will be awarded 80% for that particular 
assessment. An example writing mark sheet is provided below: 
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Students are encouraged to take ownership of their next step focuses and time is built into the units of work for 
students to reflect upon and improve their assessed work in light of the feedback they have received. 

 

As the students are marked against the same criteria across all three years of the Key Stage, it is anticipated that 
the majority of students will achieve higher marks later in the Key Stage than they do when they first join the 
college in year 7. 

 


