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Welcome to this, our Spring edition of the College newsletter, and a particular welcome to readers 
who may be new to our regular College publication.  Within this edition I hope that you will get a 
sense of the energy, achievement, success and sheer fun that we have all had both in and out of 
the College over the course of the Spring Term.  So, before you get your heads into holiday mode 
and get the car packed ready to head off to the coast or to meet up with family and friends, settle 
yourselves down with a hot cross bun and a cup of tea and join us in catching up with the goings on 
across the College community. 

It is startling how a few short weeks can bring such significant change in the world, change that shatters the sense 
of safety and security that many of us take for granted as we go about our daily business.  Events over the course 
of this week in Brussels brought into stark relief the fabulous trip our students had experienced in February this 
year,  particularly as the impact of war, conflict and sacrifice was the focus for their studies on the visit.  Having 
spoken to some of the students and staff who took part in the visit, their sadness over the mindless ISIS terror 
attack that has played out in the media since Tuesday was clear. They made many connections with the Belgian 
people during their time there, most poignantly at the war memorial commemorating the lives lost in Ypres during 
WW1, and feel deeply for the Belgian nation’s loss this week.  For me, it provides strength and purpose to the 
significant role that we as educators and adults have in securing within our own young people a strong sense of 
identity, compassion, empathy and resilience. We must ensure that we provide them with reassurance around 
their own safety and wellbeing, and develop their ability to be able to make sense of what in many ways is a 
turbulent world. 

This week we held Celebration Assemblies on Wednesday and Thursday, revisiting many of the events that have 
taken place in the college this term. Mr White led the College through the successes and achievements of all our 
students and almost all of the items in this newsletter were part of that celebration, including two fabulous musical 
pieces that came from our Spring Concert delivered again by talented music students Charlotte Dance, MJ 
Babbington and Jamie Taylor.  Many students have also been rewarded with a day out of uniform today to mark 
their commitment and dedication to their studies and for their high levels of attendance. The College now has one 
of the best attendance rates of any school in Devon, being placed 4th in the county and rising a massive 12 
places since 2015! 

For some, the coming holiday will undoubtedly involve revision, coursework completion and preparation for the 
Summer term — essential time for them to get set up for a successful examination experience in May and 
June.  They will find Easter a challenging time when focus, resilience and determination become more important 
than even chocolate.  Please give all our talented learners your support, and help them balance work and play!  
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Outside the Classroom 2 

Holland & Belgium trip 

On Thursday 11th February Miss Hext, Mrs Hurley and Mr Demetre 

took 34 students from years 11, 12 and 13 to Holland and Belgium 

as part of their GCSE and A Level Philosophy and Ethics course. 

The trip included visits to many sites in Holland and Belgium 

associated with the First and Second World Wars and gave students 

an eye opening and unforgettable experience. Year 13 student Beth 

Pugsley reports below... 

“This year I was lucky enough to go on my second Holland and 

Belgium trip. The first trip opened my eyes to the horrific effects of 

war, something you never quite come to terms with. The second time 

was no different as I found myself completely blown away at the 

sight of hundreds of pale, chalk headstones. Learning from the 

stories of the experienced guide, Bruce, gives a fuller picture of what 

both the First and Second World War were like to live through.  

Something that will stay with me the longest is visiting the 

concentration camp Vught in the Netherlands. Unlike the more well-

known death camps, Vught was built as a labour camp, although it 

was the site of many deaths and had a fully operational crematorium. 

The guided tour of the camp has been silent both years I have 

visited. It is a true moment of overwhelming emotion and disbelief. 

The most significant part of the trip for me was being given the 

chance to carry a wreath through the centre of the Menin Gate, a 

large, stone war memorial at the entrance to the town of Leper, 

which was almost completely destroyed during the fighting. It is the 

final memorial place of over 54,000 commonwealth soldiers who 

died and have no known grave or burial. To be given the opportunity 

to represent Sidmouth College and be a central part to such a 

prestigious ceremony was incredible and very emotional. It is an 

experience I will never forget.” 

Head of Humanities, Miss Hext, said “The students were a pleasure 

to be with and the whole trip helped us learn important lessons from history about prejudice, war and genocide. It 

also helps us realise how important life is and how we should live it to the full.” 

To see a full gallery of pictures from the Holland and Belgium trip visit our facebook page at www.facebook.co.uk/

sidmouthcollege. 

Exmoor Challenge Training Continues 

Training for the Exmoor Challenge began this term with a good turnout of 20 

children, 5 staff and several 4 legged friends. The first walk got off to a good start 

with a cold, but sunny day and the occasional muddy bog, that the students and 

dogs seemed to enjoy more than the staff. The walk was approximately 6 miles 

long and everyone set a good pace, arriving back at Newton Poppleford after just 

over 2 hours. 

The second walk started from East Budleigh and the mileage had increased from 

6 miles to 8 miles. Along the walk students were treated to a bit of local History 

as they passed the house where Sir Walter Raleigh was born in 1552. The route 

continued along part of The East Devon Way and as a group everyone enjoyed 

lunch on the edge of the old fortification on Woodbury Common, taking in the 

spectacular views of the countryside. Mrs Vaughan said “the students have 

made a great start to training and I am impressed with the pace and times we 

have been achieving so far”. 



 

 

  

Outside the Classroom 3 

Media students visit Paris 

In the first week of March, Miss Madge and 

Mrs Whitworth took twelve A Level students to 

Paris for a Media Studies conference. The trip 

got off to a slow start with a gruelling 13 hour 

overnight coach journey but, after some 

lengthy naps and a few pit stops along the 

way, they all arrived in Paris safely. 

After a good night’s sleep, the students got to 

spend some time in Paris itself, exploring the 

beautiful architecture and landmarks the city 

had to offer (although a few were distracted by 

the local H&M clothing store!). The conference 

itself was fascinating with speeches being 

delivered by David Garrido (a Sky Sports 

correspondent), Lucy Brett (from the British 

Board of Classification) and Tim Samuels (an 

author and documentary film maker). Each 

presentation was really interesting and offered 

the students a unique insight into the media 

industry. The students were really keen to 

hear from Lucy Brett again and have asked if 

she would visit the College in the near future… 

so watch this space! 

After the conference, students enjoyed an 

afternoon of adventure in the Disneyland Paris 

parks, before dragging themselves away and back to the coach for the long journey home. Miss Madge said 

“The students behaved impeccably throughout the trip; they were fantastic company and excellent 

entertainment, real ambassadors for the College. A brilliant time was had by all.” 

A night at the theatre for Drama students 

Miss Davies took a group of Sixth Form and year 11 Drama 

students to the Torquay Princess Theatre this week to see a 

production of ‘Blood Brothers’. This West End musical, which 

debuted in London in 1983,  explores the lives of twins who were 

separated at birth and come back together as adults from opposite 

ends of the social spectrum. It showcases a mix of hard hitting 

drama,  impressive staging and  many musical numbers. During the 

performance students were required to analyse the ability of the 

actors and the creation of the characters they play. To analyse how 

they use their voice, movement, facial expression and gesture. They 

were also required to examine how the production’s elements 

support the actors, for example the set, lighting, sound, costumes 

and props.  

Miss Davies said “It is so important that students have the 

opportunity to experience live theatre and use this to impact their 

own pieces of drama. Theatre visits enrich the learning and 

understanding of the importance of Arts and Culture in society. It 

also allows them to understand the varied careers available in an 

industry that generates 8.8 million an hour to the UK economy. 

 



 

 

A night of variety at the Spring Concert 

A host of students put on a great evening of entertainment on 

Thursday 17th March, showcasing the fantastic musical talent 

we have here at Sidmouth College. Music teacher Mr Hickman 

hosted the first ever Spring concert and performed alongside 

some of his students in a variety filled evening. The concert gave 

students from across the year groups the opportunity to share 

some of the musical pieces they have been working on over the 

last 2 terms, with over 50 students taking part. Among these was 

the newly formed transitional choir, which is made up of our own 

key stage 3 students as well as year 6 pupils from local primary 

schools. The transitional choir has been hugely successful and 

given primary schools the opportunity to integrate with the 

Sidmouth College Music department ahead of joining the College 

in September. 

The audience enjoyed a range of performances and 

arrangements from piano pieces to contemporary pop songs and 

a capella vocalists to acoustic guitar solos. There was something 

for everyone and all were impressed by the high standard of 

talent. Since Mr Hickman joined the College in 2014, he has 

been eager to encourage students to put their talents to good 

use and perform as much as possible. Last year the music 

department held a Summer Concert and Oxjam, which were both 

successful events that raised funds for the department and for 

good causes. Mr Hickman has also given students the 

opportunity to perform at school events such as the Carol 

Concert and awards evenings, as well as at the Devon County 

Show last summer. All these have given students a huge boost 

in confidence and inspired some younger ones to further explore 

their own musical talents.  

Mr Hickman said “As a department, myself and the students try 

to encourage the younger pupils to come along to band practise and orchestra, or even just to have a go on a 

drum kit or guitars at lunchtime. I was excited to see so many key stage 3 pupils perform in the concert who had 

never been on a stage before, it is so important that we provide these opportunities for our students to show off 

their fantastic talents and have all their hard work and practise pay off. It was a great night and I will be straight 

onto planning the next one, thank you to everyone who came along and supported us!” 

 

Spring Concert 4 

Science Stars rewarded for hard work! 

This term the Science department have introduced Science Star of 

the Week. New Deputy Head of Science, Mrs Clark, who joined the 

College at the start of the Spring term, began the initiative as a 

great way to reward students for their excellent hard work and effort. 

Mrs Clark said “Here at Sidmouth College the students work 

incredibly hard, especially in Science, and I wanted to come up with 

a way to recognise and reward this each week. I hope to continue 

this next term as it has proven very successful so far!” 

Congratulations to all the winners (pictured left to right): Alex 

Bennett, Sarah Yonwin-Dormer, Sam Babington and Tom 

Unsworth. 



 

 

 

Sporting achievement 5 

It’s been another successful half term for many of our teams and talented individuals. Here are some of the highlights... 

Students fundraise for Sport Relief 

Staff and students enjoyed a non-uniform 

day last Friday, dressed in red, in support 

of Sport Relief 2016. As well as a non-

uniform day, Student Heads of House 

organised an inter-house dodgeball 

tournament in the sports hall which took place everyday last 

week for years 7 to 11. Students were responsible for putting 

their own teams together and donated 50p to take part.  

It was hugely enjoyable and by the end of the day, the total 

amount raised was £598 - a fantastic effort! Many thanks to 

the Student Heads of House and to all who supported and got 

involved. 

 U15 Hockey team narrowly misses East Devon title! 

There was a great buzz amongst the U15s Hockey team at the East 

Devon Finals. After Uffculme school could not attend and dropped out 

at the last minute, it was a three way contest between Sidmouth, 

Exmouth and Colyton. In the first match Exmouth played to an 

impressive standard, but were no match for Sidmouth who secured  a 

victory of 2-0. Colyton went on to beat Exmouth 4-0 in the second 

match which left Sidmouth requiring a win against Colyton by 2 goals. 

Unfortunately Colyton got onto the scoreboard first, but Sidmouth didn't 

give up and pulled together as a team in the second half. It was a good game with 2 evenly matched sides, 

Sidmouth finished strongly but didn't have quite enough. Colyton took the title as East Devon Champions with 

a  final score of 3-2, Sidmouth took 2nd place and Exmouth 3rd. Well done to the entire team for their fantastic 

effort and teamwork. Good luck to the those who will return next season as under 16’s! 

 

Year 8 and 10 compete in 7’s rugby tournament 

 

 

 

 

         

Toby represents Devon in Cross-Country 

Year 10 student, Toby Garrick represented 

Sidmouth College and Devon at the English 

Schools’ Cross-Country Championships held at 

Wollaton Park in Nottingham on Saturday 5th 

March. Toby competed 

against the best students from 

44 other counties and even 

with the extremely muddy 

conditions, ran incredibly well. 

Toby finished 6th in Devon 

and 187th overall out of a field 

of 360 athletes. A great result 

for Toby, congratulations! 

Great result for U15 girls’ rugby team! 

On Thursday 10th March the College U15 girls’ 

rugby team had a fantastic result at the Bicton 

transitional tournament. They won all their 

matches and throughout the tournament only 

conceded 1 try. An amazing achievement, 

congratulations to Laika Swain, Hannah Vicary, 

Robyn Gillings, Abbie Preston, Jess Craig, Flora 

Hastie, Annabel Ardley, Caitlin Perry, Maisy 

Faulkner, Aimee Keast and Yasmin Whitrow. 

Sidmouth College had good 

representation at the Exeter and East 

Devon 7-a-side tournament last week. 

Two teams competed in the U13 and 

U15 categories. The U13 played well, 

beating all teams including Blundells to 

win their pool and finished 4th overall. 

The U15 side lost their initial pool match 

against Uffculme, but rallied to win all 

but one of their remaining games. The 

second narrow loss unfortunately put 

them out of the running for a place at the 

county finals. Well done to both teams 

who played some excellent rugby! 

Year 8 Under 13 Team 

 

 

 

Year 10 Under 15 Team 



 

 

 

Ten Tors 6 

Ten Tors training continues 

20 students, 2 staff members and 5 volunteers 

set off from Sidmouth College at 7am on 

Saturday 27th February to complete a circular 

route to The Dartmoor Inn as part of their Ten 

Tors training. The  training walk had originally 

been planned to take place over two days and 

give students their first experience of camping on 

the Moors, however due to forecasts of below 

freezing temperatures and snow earlier in the 

week, the decision was made to complete a day 

walk only.  Whilst the weather hadn't turned out 

as predicted by the met office, it was still very 

cold, but dry, and a good opportunity to monitor 

how warm the teams clothing could keep them, a 

welcome change from the rain they have been 

used to.  

The three groups all completed the routes, 

putting in some good navigation training, with 

one group having a mini history lesson on the 

Dartmoor 'Barrows' - ancient burial sites from the Neolithic and early Bronze Age.  The 35km team completed 

22km in total and the 45km team walked 35km. With many weekends of training walks and practise ahead, the 

teams are in good stead for the challenge weekend in May. 

Sociology Students visit Blundell’s 

On Wednesday 24th February Year 13 Sociology students 

visited Blundell’s School, Tiverton for the morning. 

Students were able to observe a sixth form lesson, have a 

tour of the school, see what the living accommodation is 

like and chat with students over lunch. This trip helped 

students consolidate two of their Year 13 Units on the 

Sociology of Education and Social Inequality and 

Difference. Both Mrs Dean and Mrs Jenkins were proud of 

how the students presented themselves throughout the 

visit and their ability to reflect on the trip; making clear links 

to their prior and current learning. Head Girl Beth Pugsley 

said “It was interesting to see the differences between 

state and private education and to hear what students at 

the school thought about their own education". 

Parent Forum 

There was a good turnout at the Parent Forum on Wednesday 9th March. The main focus of the forum was 

Assessment and Reporting at Sidmouth College and offered parents advice on how to use their child's interim 

and profile reports to support and benefit learning. The evening also looked at the current changes in education 

and the impact this will have on GCSE, AS and A Level qualifications. Parents then had the opportunity to put 

forward questions to Mr Dudley on assessment, as well as other topics of interest. The forums offer parents a 

great opportunity to further understand how we work as a school and the feedback received has proven to be 

very useful. The next forum is planned for the Summer term and details will be announced closer to the time. 

Useful resources from the Parent Forum are available on our website at http://

www.sidmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk/parent-forums.html 

http://www.sidmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk/parent-forums.html
http://www.sidmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk/parent-forums.html


 

 

World Book Day 

On Thursday 3rd March the College celebrated 

World Book Day, in recognition of which staff 

were invited to entertain students by dressing up 

as one of the Mr Men or Little Miss Characters 

for the day. As usual, the English department 

won the prize for best effort (see pictured right) 

including Mrs Harrison as Little Miss Naughty, Mr 

Seaton-Burn as Mr Nice and Mrs Fisher as 

another Little Miss Naughty. 

As well as dressing up, staff displayed posters 

on their classroom doors detailing their favourite 

books of all time and what they are reading at 

the moment. Throughout the day students also 

shared a variety of the Mr Men and Little Miss books with each other, 

which brought back some childhood memories for many, but also 

raised some interesting talking points including friendship, good deeds, 

positivity and the importance of being on time. 

All students also received a £1 book token. These can be used to buy a 

£1 book or be put towards the cost of any book over £2.99 from www.worldbookday.com/books. 

 

World Book Day 7 

Sidmouth College fundraise for Memory Café 
During assembly on Friday 18th March students presented a Cheque for 

£1,157.72 to our chosen charity for 2016, the Sid Valley Memory Café. 

Representatives of the charity Rachel Johnston and Angela Thompson 

received the cheque and gave their thanks to Sidmouth College for all 

the hard work and effort that has gone into fundraising. Across the year 

events such as the Sponsored Walk, Christmas Jumper Day and the 

Carol Concert have all been in aid of the Memory Café, and in return 

students have been given Dementia friends training by Rachel. Mr 

Duncan said “It is a great charity and as a school we have built a 

fantastic relationship with everyone at the Memory Cafe. I hope we can continue to work with them for years to 

come to support local people and to build on students’ awareness of the condition.  

 SCA News... 

The Sidmouth College 

Association have raised a 

fantastic £140 as part of the 

Bag2School initiative. Students 

and staff were encouraged to 

raid their cupboards and have a 

clear out of any unwanted 

clothing to donate. In total 

the College collected  

340kg, which will be sent to 

children and families in 

Third World counties.  The 

SCA would like to  thank 

everyone who donated and 

supported the fundraiser. 

Easter Egg Raffle 

The SCA also held the annual Easter Egg Raffle this half 

term  and students were eager to find out whether they 

were one of the lucky winners this morning. Each year 

Sidmouth College staff donate an array of Easter eggs for 

students to win, with tickets being sold at lunchtime over 

the last few weeks. Around 40 eggs were awarded and 

the total amount 

raised was £114 

which will be used 

towards college 

projects in the future. 

The SCA would like 

to thank all those 

who donated eggs to 

the raffle. 



 

 

 GCSE Technology 

A harmonious chord sounds as the first GCSE project from 2015/2016 

is completed. Year 11 student Todd Whitrow (left) celebrates success 

in developing this guitar stand from his original idea, guided by Mr 

Lovekin using a CAD CAM modelling process. The stand is constructed 

from plywood which was laminated to form the curved elements in his 

design. Before construction, Todd spent many hours engraving almost 

every surface using the Technology department’s CNC laser cutter and 

the results look fantastic.  Leon Sinker (centre) and Robert Watchman 

(right) followed closely with their own original designs. Mr Lovekin said 

“These 3 students have done a great job and created some innovative 

and unique designs, which were completed to a very high standard” 

Word of the Week Competition 

College Librarian Mrs Harrison has been busy expanding the vocabulary 

of students this term with the Word of the Week competition. Every week 

students were given a new word and definition to learn and were quizzed 

on these at the end of term. Prizes were awarded for top marks and also 

for the best effort, some winners only scored 4 out of 12 but did so much 

better than anticipated that Mrs Harrison felt this should be recognised. 

Well done to all the winners and to all those who took part. 

Photographed winners include: Michal Orszulak, Ryan Kubaczka, 

Mathew West, Tristan Greenaway, Jamie Luxon and Ned Selley. 

 

Celebrating students’ work 8 

Students succeed in Year 13 A Level Practical exam  

A level drama students celebrated their success in a piece 

entitled ‘The Tainted Gift’. The students had spent over 50 

hours devising an original piece of Documentary theatre 

based on the NHS Contaminated Blood Scandal of the late 

1970’s and early 1980’s. Docu-theatre seeks to inform and 

entertain an audience about a subject they may know little 

about. It uses narration, facts and direct quotes from victims 

and perpetrators to tell real stories about real events. Over 

7,000 Haemophiliacs were infected with Hepatitis C and HIV 

when the NHS used contaminated blood products imported 

from the USA. The drama studio was transformed and 

projections created the backdrop. Many of the audience were 

shocked by this real story of 

neglect and alarmed by the 

reality that blood products 

could be unsafe.  

The external examiner was 

impressed by the inventive 

creativity in the piece and 

commented that she had not 

seen any work based on this 

story before. Adding that the 

stagecraft was effective and 

the overall performance was 

informative for the audience.  

Duke of Edinburgh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Matt Jones, Connie 

Champain, Maddie Thomas, Rosie Turner and 

Charlotte Bond, all of whom have received their 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Awards.  This is a 

great achievement given that these students are 

also working hard to prepare or their forthcoming 

exams.  Many of the other students in our Year 

11 D of E group are close to completing their 

awards too and we look forward to celebrating 

with them in the near future. 

Our Year 10 D of E group are busy working 

towards completing their sectional activities and 

will be doing their practice and qualifying 

expeditions in the summer term - more details to 

follow.  There are some places still available on 

the award and any students who are interested 

should see Mrs Lilley as soon as possible. 



 

 

 

Alumni Success 9 

Toy Cars Wanted 

If you have any unwanted toy cars at home that you no 
longer want or need, the 
Science department are 
asking for donations to 
use in lessons. Please 
bring  these to either the 
Science prep room or to 
Head of Science, Mr 
Jolley. 

 

Sidmouth Cricket & Tennis Club 

Coffee Morning 
 

Friday 25th March 
10am-1pm 

Sidmouth Cricket 
Club 

 

Stalls, Bric a Brac, Coconut Shy 
 

All money raised to go to local 
Charities 

 

Any queries call: 
07989151755 

CAMPS INTERNATIONAL FUNDRAISING EVENT 

m&Co 
FASHION SHOW 

AT  

SIDford social hall 
ON 

FRIDAY 15th april 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.30PM—Doors open 7pm 
Tickets £7 

Tea, coffee & nibbles Large Raffle 
Feel free to bring your own 

alcohol 
Tickets available from The Hair temple & 

Annies 

tel: 01395 519570 / 515357 

Another cause to celebrate for Sidmouth College Drama department.  

Former student and Sidmouth Youth theatre performer Dan O’Brian has made 

his West End Debut in one of the most popular and successful musicals 

‘Jersey Boys’ the story of Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons at the Piccadilly 

Theatre. Dan trained at The London School of Musical Theatre and is very 

excited to join this iconic show.  

Head of Department Angela Davies said ‘Dan was a talented student who had 

a great voice and great stage presence. He was a lively performer and has 

worked hard to achieve his dream.’ 

He will now take his place among many former students in ‘The Hall of Fame’ 

where students have earned a place based on their achievements in the 

entertainment industry; both performing and behind the scenes. As the Alumni 

grows, the college continues to celebrate its contribution to the Arts Industry. 

Looking for work this Summer? 

If you are looking for some evening and weekend part 
time work this summer, The Old Bakery in 
Branscombe are looking for new friendly and 
enthusiastic members to join their team. Minimum of 
6 hours per week and must be 16 years of age or 
older. 

To apply or for more information call: 
01395 278552 


