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1. Introduction: How are students assessed?
For each of the 3 progress indicators across the Skill Areas (Musical Knowledge and Literacy,
Practical Skills and Technology Skills), self‐assessment marks available are 0 for a ‘fail’, 1 for ‘towards
pass’, 3 for a ‘pass’, 4 for a ‘merit’ and 5 for a ‘distinction’. This means for each skill area, a total of
15 points are available. Therefore, the percentage grade is worked out using a mark out of 45.
The advantages of this approach are significant. Firstly, the percentage relates not to what a teacher
thinks they might have seen once from an individual, but what a student genuinely recognises they
are able to do. Also, while two students may have a similar percentage grade, how they got that
grade may differ – one student may be better at singing or performing on an instrument, whereas
another may be better with technology. Either way, progress is defined and assessed and owned by
the empowered student making a reflective response to their learning.
2. What areas are students assessed in?

N.B. The above rubric is still undergoing development and may change subtly from what is written there. The descriptions are intended as a qualitative guide to the sort of work students are likely to produce, and
are therefore neither exhaustive nor binding, allowing space for teacher/assessor discretion.
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3. How will students track their progress?
In the music department, assessment is primarily for the empowerment of students towards the independent
realisation of their musical selves, as recognised by the Music Department Curriculum Intent. It is therefore not
about comparison to an ideal as proposed by a teacher, but rather about releasing musical creativity and expression
as defined by the student, so as to be flexible enough to recognise all sorts of musical learning and activities.
The Music Department Curriculum Intent therefore prioritises independent exploration and recognition of musicality
by the student and in the student over attainment of fixed outcomes set by the teacher. So summative assessment of
progression is necessarily toward how the students see themselves as opposed to how others may judge them.
Summative assessment then is a half‐termly self‐assessment where students pick the descriptors that comprise a
levelled descriptor, which can be moderated by the teacher as necessary.
It should be noted however, that the most useful feedback is the formative feedback that a student receives in the
moment. This may be from a teacher, but may also be from a partner or group member (peer feedback). The
progress in any given situation depends upon the skill area employed in the task. Students will be constantly giving
and receiving feedback through genuine, 2-way interactions and conversations due to the fact that most of the work
students will undertake in music will be practical or technical and rely heavily on cooperative problem solving. With
this model then, tracking progress is less about writing down reflections and targets in any formalised way, but
maintaining constant discussion about how things are going, and how they can be improved.
Every half term, students will be asked to consider each of the 9 skills areas in a special reflection session, whereby
they self-assess where they are, and comment on why they have chosen the grades across each area. The formative
conversation during future tasks (“live marking”) refers to these decisions which are readily available in the teacher
iPad.

