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Welcome to Sidmouth College 
We hope this prospectus will give you a 
flavour of what makes the College 
successful, unique, and a special place 
for learning in East Devon. 

Whatever your child’s skills and interests, 
Sidmouth College has a great deal to 
offer. Students achieve academic success, 
develop their crea�vity, have the 
opportunity to excel on the sports field 
and encounter a mul�tude of new 
experiences in a safe and enjoyable 
environment.  They are encouraged by a 
team of dedicated, suppor�ve and highly 
experienced professionals.  

At Sidmouth College we believe that the 

vibrant learning community, coupled 
with a culture of high standards and 
expecta�ons, brings out the best in every 
student and establishes the best possible 
founda�ons for your child’s future. 

This prospectus aims to give you a sense 
of what our College offers. If you would 
like to learn more, we welcome you to 
visit the College to see what we do. Like 
others who visit us, we are confident you 
will be impressed by the working 
atmosphere, the sense of enjoyment in 
the learning process and the strong focus 
on achievement. 

We look forward to mee�ng you. 
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“In most subjects, the 

most able pupils, 

including those who 

are disadvantaged, are 

expected to achieve at 

a higher level and rise 

to this challenge well 

to produce work of a 

high quality.” 
 

Ofsted 
October 2016 
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Transi�on 
Research shows that a successful transi�on programme from 
Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 is fundamental to a successful 
start at secondary school. At the College, we work hard to 
give our new students a smooth, posi�ve transi�on to 
secondary school life. We work closely with our partner 
primary schools throughout the transi�on process so that 
we get to know the students and understand their academic 
and social needs and abili�es. This personal and proac�ve 
approach ensures our teaching is responsive and tailored to 
the individual. 

Before star�ng at Sidmouth College, Year 6 students have 
the opportunity to spend �me with us engaging in some fun 
team-building ac�vi�es and familiarising themselves with   
the College premises and daily rou�nes. Parents are also 
invited to a Transi�on Evening and to a Tutor Mee�ng to 

ensure that the crucial two-way partnership between home 
and College is established. 

Year 7 is an important building block in establishing the 
ethos and values of the College within all students and 
ensuring their future success. From the start, our focus on 
pastoral care and student wellbeing enables students to 
forge strong rela�onships with others in their year group, 
their house group and with their form tutors. 
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Reece Year 7 Student 



 

 

A s�mula�ng & exci�ng learning journey 
Learning is an adventure to be enjoyed; a journey that 
stretches, challenges and opens minds. Our focus is on 
delivering exci�ng and challenging teaching which enables 
all of our students to achieve the very best they can. We 
have high aspira�ons for all our students and our highly 
skilled and enthusias�c staff will encourage your child to 
have strong ambi�ons and work hard to achieve these.  

Our rich curriculum inspires students to succeed through a 
learning journey that provides knowledge, skills and 
opportuni�es for them to be responsible global ci�zens with 
posi�ve life chances. Our overarching aim is to provide our 
young people with the skills and qualifica�ons they need to 
become happy, successful adults with a passion for lifelong 
learning and so our curriculum is personalised to meet 
students’ individual needs.  

Our Key Stage 3 programme aims to raise the ambi�ons of  
all our students, develop their knowledge, skills and 
understanding, and help them to have confidence in their 
abili�es. At Key Stage 4, students have the opportunity to 
study a range of personalised pathways designed to support 
their individual talents and interests and maximise their 
achievement and success. Further ahead, a large propor�on 
of our students then move on to our Sixth Form, which is 
now bigger, be�er and more successful than ever. 

Will Year 7 Student 
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“Effec�ve procedures 

ensure that the safety, 

welfare and all-round 

development of pupils 

are paramount to 

prepare them well for 

the next steps in their 

lives.” 
 

Ofsted 
October 2016 
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“The overwhelming 

majority of parents 

believe that the school 

keeps their children 

safe and cares for 

them well. Pupils 

enjoy coming to the 

school and this is 

shown in their good 

a�endance.”  
 

Ofsted 
October 2016 
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A caring & suppor�ve community 
We recognise the need for high quality support and 
guidance to ensure that all students feel cared for as 
individuals and can fulfil their poten�al. Care, guidance and 
support are strengths of the College. Each student has a 
dedicated support network, including a form tutor and Head 
of House, backed up by an extremely strong Student Support 
Department and Special Educa�onal Needs and Disabili�es 
Co-ordinator who ensure that students have the full range of 
support and help that they need to access the curriculum 
and make good progress.  

Respect and considera�on are the watchwords for the way 
we expect our students to treat each other and staff. Good 
behaviour is rewarded. Poor behaviour is not tolerated. Clear 
policies and sanc�ons exist and are acted upon to ensure 
that every child feels safe and secure. 

Visitors frequently comment on the high quality of 
rela�onships and behaviour our students present and the 
calm and friendly community atmosphere that exists across 
the College. 
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A culture of high expecta�ons 
Expecta�ons at Sidmouth College are kept high in order to 
ensure a happy, vibrant learning environment where success 
is at the forefront of all we do. We have a relentless focus on 
the quality of learning taking place.  

High standards of work, behaviour and achievement are the 
daily diet for our students and we work hard to ensure that 
every student is given the individual support they need to 
make the best progress and achieve their full poten�al. 
Exemplary behaviour is essen�al for successful learning and 
is expected from all students.  

The College has a clearly defined strategy to raise 
expecta�ons and improve standards. We believe in 
rewarding posi�ve learning behaviours. Students’ successes 
and achievements – whether it be an outstanding piece of 
work or a contribu�on to the College community - are 
celebrated and contribute towards Praise Points. 

Mrs Benne� Parent 

 

Mr Cousens Parent 
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“Pupils’ behaviour in 

lessons is rarely less 

than good and o�en 

exemplary.”  
 

Ofsted 
October 2016 
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“The very large 

majority of current 

pupils in all year 

groups and in a wide 

range of subjects, 

including English and 

mathema�cs, make 

strong progress.” 
 

Ofsted 
October 2016 



 

 

Beyond the classroom 
We offer a wide programme of engaging, fun and 
educa�onal ac�vi�es which extend the curriculum and give 
all our students addi�onal opportuni�es to widen their 
interests and succeed in new areas and experiences. From 
cricket to crea�ve wri�ng, and from  drama  produc�ons  to  
Duke  of Edinburgh and Ten Tors, the wide range of ac�vi�es 
on offer provides our students with a well-rounded 
educa�on and one in which our talented team of staff  can  
share  their  skills  and experiences beyond the classroom. 

We have excellent sports facili�es within our 13.37 acre 
grounds, including extensive grass and all- weather playing 
fields. Our students also benefit from use of the gym, sports 
hall and squash courts at the neighbouring Sidmouth Leisure 
Centre. Students are encouraged to trial for College sports 
teams and compete, with a great deal of success, in fixtures 

and events at a local, regional and county level throughout 
the school year. 

In addi�on, we have developed excellent partnerships with 
parents, carers, our Primary School partners and the wider 
community, many of whom provide work experience 
opportuni�es for our students. These partnerships also give 
our students the opportunity to contribute to a variety of 
interes�ng community events and ac�vi�es, such as the 
annual Sidmouth Science Fes�val, Sidmouth Seafest and the 
world famous Folk Fes�val. Regular charitable fundraising 
events organised by the College teach our students to 
respect their community, have compassion and value the 
needs of others.  
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The Sixth Form: a great place to be 
For many, the choice of secondary school will take into 
account whether there is the opportunity to study post-16. 
The Sixth Form at Sidmouth College is academically 
successful and a secure and vibrant learning community 
where students benefit from smaller class sizes and close 
monitoring by their teachers. Sixth Formers have their own 
separate common room and facili�es including an IT Suite, 
work area and café. 

Our Sixth Formers not only develop increased 
independence,  but  also  acquire  addi�onal  life skills and 
experiences through the many opportuni�es they have to 
mentor younger students and get involved in our wide range 
of extra-curricular and community ac�vi�es.  In Year 13 
students can choose to put themselves forward to serve as 
Head Boy and Head Girl. 

Above all, the Sixth Form at Sidmouth College is a dynamic 
place. We are not content with the status quo. We have an 
extensive and ever-changing enrichment programme and we 
regularly introduce new subjects, new ac�vi�es and new 
facili�es. 

Alongside tradi�onal A-Levels, we can offer voca�onal 
courses, which are supported by local businesses. We also 
work in partnership with local schools and colleges in East 
Devon to offer many  different enrichment and extra-
curricular opportuni�es. 

When students leave Sidmouth College Sixth Form they not 
only have impressive qualifica�ons but are also successful, 
crea�ve, ar�culate, confident and independent. 
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“I chose to stay at Sidmouth 
College because the small 
class sizes allow you to have 
one to one discussions with 
the teacher about the work, 
which you wouldn't get at a 
larger college. I also like the 
close community atmosphere 
at the Sidmouth College Sixth 
Form” 
 

Edmund 
Head Boy 2021 

“I chose to stay at the 
Sidmouth College Sixth Form 
because of the community 
feel it has. Everyone works 
together so well and so many 
of the teachers will go the 
extra mile to help you” 
 

Molly 
Head Girl 2021 
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Sidmouth College 
Primley Road 

Sidmouth Devon 
EX10 9LG 

 
Telephone: 01395 514823 

Email: enquiries@sidmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk 
 

www.sidmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk 


